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CONFIDENTIAL 


By FRANK AMATO 


Much has happened since our 
last edition so here goes... DUSTY 
RHODES finally did it. He won 
the NWA World Heavyweight 
Championship from HARLEY 
RACE in Tampa, Florida on 
August 20. Rhodes won when 
Race missed his flying Headbutt 
off the top turnbuckle, Dusty had 
his Atomic Elbow extended and 
Race collided with it and Rhodes 
pinned him. But wait! On August 
26 in Florida Rhodes lost the 
title! Rhodes was in the ring 
displaying his belt to the fans. 
when TERRY FUNK entered the 
ring and attacked Rhodes, 
injuring his arm and shoulder. 
Wrestlers pleaded with Rhodes to 
cancel his rematch with Race but 


refused. This match had a special 
clause which stated the title can 
change hands on 
disqualification. During the 
contest Rhodes caught Race in a 
Suplex but Race was propelled 
over the top rope getting Rhodes 
instantly disqualified. Race was 
once again champion. This 
marks the third time Race has 
held the title. As for Rhodes he 
has the historic mark of holding 
the shortest title reign in the 
NWA...KEN PATERA holds the 
Mid-Atlantic Title...PAT 
PATTERSON now holds the WWF 
North American Heavyweight 
Championship by pinning TED 
DIBIASE after using taped brass 
knuckles...RIC FLAIR holds the 


BOB BACKLUND and PAT PATTERSON in test of strength 


during a title clash. 





U.S. Heavyweight Championship. 
He won it from RICKY 
STEAMBOAT. Flair and 
Steamboat have formed a solid 
tag team but will ft last?... CHIEF 
WAHOO McDANIEL and TOMMY 
RICH won the Georgia State Tag 
Title from OLE ANDERSON and 
IVAN KOLOFF...DINO BRAVO 
regained the Canadian 
Heavyweight Champtonship 
from GREG VALENTINE...PAUL 
JONES and BARON FRITZ VON 
FASCHKE hold the NWA World 
Tag Team Championship... [RISH 
PAT BARRETT won the Americas 
Championship from BULL 
RAMOS in Los Angeles...BRUNO 
SAMMARTINO and NIKOLAT 
VOLKOFF are raging a torrid 
feud in WWF rings... BUDDY 
ROGERS lost to RIG FLAIR via 
Figure 4 Leglock in The 
Carolinas... CHIEF WAHOO 
McDANIEL upset MASKED 
SUPERSTAR for Georgia State 
Title... PAMPERO FIRPO doing 
well in Puerto Rico...BILL IRWIN 
and BRYANT ST. JOHN won the 
Central States Tag Title from 
JERRY BROWN and HARTFORD 
LOVE...GEORGE “ANIMAL” 
STEELE invaded Pacific Northwest 
and San Francisco areas... FRED 
BLASSIE has brought in tough 
ring veteran SWEDE HANSEN 
into WWF rings. Hansen uses 
Piledriver to gain many 
victories... STEVE KEIRN and 
JIMMY GARVIN won the Florida. 
State Tag belts from BUGSY 
MoGRAW and THOR THE 
VIKING...JOS LeDUC holds the 
Canadian Lumberjack 
belt... ROBERT FULLER and BILL 
DUNDEE hold the Southern Tag 
belts... FRANK HILL, a wrestler 
to watch, doing well in Kansas 
City rings...In Tennessee KEVIN 
SULLIVAN upset former tag 
partner of years back MIKE, 
GRAHAM for NWA version of JR. 
Heavyweight Title... BRUISER 
BOB SWEETAN has the Central 
States title... TONY ATLAS 
wowing WWF fans with his great 
strength and wrestling...BUZZ 
SAWYER won the NWA Rookie of 
the Year award... MANIAG 
VICTOR RIVERA managing both 
BAD NEWS ALLAN COAGE and 
BAD BAD LeROY BROWN. They 
won Americas Tag belts from 
Guererros... MR. WRESTLING II 
still holds the NWA North 

nued on page 8 
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‘American Championship... STAN. 
STASIAK took the Pacific 
Northwest Title from RODDY 
PIPER...DICK MURDOCH took 
the International Championship 
from BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 
in Pueblo, Colorado... RAY 
CANDY took the Georgia TV Title 
from BLACKJACK LANZA...MAD 
DOG VACHON beat RAY 
STEVENS in Taped Fist Match in 
Canada....T0J0 YAMAMOTO and 
GREAT TOGO won the Mid- 
American Tag Title from GYPSY 
JOE and TOM RENESTO Sr. in 
Tennessee... COWBOY BILL 
WATTS and BUCK ROBLEY won 
the Loutsiana State Tag Title and 
U.S. Tag Title from THE 
ASSASSIN and FRANK "THE 
ANGEL" MORRELL. Also the 
torrid feud between managers 
BUCK ROBLEY and ROCK 
HUNTER was seemingly settled 
with Robley the winner. It now 
seems Hunter's army of Assassin 
and Morell is done with...Masked 
tag team known as THE. 
INVADERS have the Puerto Rican 
tag belts, МІКЕ GEORGE turned 
mat villain and won the 
Mississippi State Title from 
former buddy JERRY STUBBS 
Now George has formed a team 
with MANIAC JOHN 
TOLOS...PORK CHOP CASH has 
also turned to mat meanie ways. 
In Louisiana areas Cash turned 
on former friend CHARLIE 
COOK....Two deaths have 
saddened wrestling. BILLY 
McGUIRE of famed BILLY and 
BENNY McGUIRE Brothers 
recently passed away after along 
illness. The MoGutres both 
weighed over 700 pounds. Also 
CHRIS TAYLOR former Bronze 
Medal winner in Olympics in 
Munich who turned pro 
afterwards, died after his long 
illness. Both wrestlers will be 
missed...ANGELO “KING 
KONG" MOSCA took the NWA 
Brass Knuckles Trophy from 
IRON MIKE 

SHARPE... GENTLEMAN JERRY 
and LUSCIOUS JOHNNY 
VALIANT still reign as WWF 
World Tag Team Champions 
under CAPTAIN LOU 
ALBANO...CRAZY LUKE 
GRAHAM going wild in 
Oklahoma-Louisiana rings. 
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State Title. RON STARR holds 
the 0.8. Heavyweight Title in San 
Francisco areas. TONY GAREA 
doing well in Mid-Atlantic 
rings...RONNIE GARVIN 
(Jimmy's older brother) holds 
the Southeastern States 

title.. MONGOLIAN STOMPER 
has the Southern belt in 
Tennessee... ALBERTO MADRILI 
has the TV Title in Los 

Angeles... DON “MAGNIFICENT” 
MURACO and JOS LeDUC have 
the NWA U.S. Tag Belts from 
their victory over MIKE 
GRAHAM and STEVE KEIRN. 
Muraco now has taken over the 
army held by SONNY KING who 
was driven out of 
Florida...DUSTY RHODES still 
has the Florida TV Title...PAT 
PATTERSON seems to have a hex 
on WWF kingpin BOB 
BACKLUND. In three title 
matches at Madison Square 
Garden Patterson won the first 
when Backlund was declared too 
bloody to continue. The second 
match both were counted out and 
the third contest Patterson beat 
Backlund on a count-out. The 
fourth match, and this marked 
the very first timea challenger 
had gone four matches with any 
WWF Champion in the Garden, 
took place in a 16 foot Steel 

Cage... VERNE GAGNE and MAD 


DOG VACHON hold the AWA 
World Tag Team Championship 
after beating RAY STEVENS and 
PATPATIERSON...AWA World 
Heavyweight Champion NICK 
BOCKWINKLE took the measure 
of SUPER DESTROYER IL...JEAN 
LOUIE holds the Pacife Coast. 
Title... PETE SANCHEZ has come 
out of retirement and wrestling 
in WWF rings... CHIEF JAY 
STRONGBOW and GREG 
VALENTINE feud still raging in 
WWF. Strongbow recently pinned 
wildman BULLDOG 
BROWER...GEORGE WELLES 
doing well in Los Angeles 
rings...CARLOS COLON holds 
Puerto Rico's Commonwealth 
Title...TITO SANTANA recently 
was voted Wrestler of the Year by 
Pan American sports writers...In 
Florida, Massau Hattori's 
Japanese team of Mr. Sakurada 
and Mr. Hito are giving Steve 
Keirn and Mike Graham, 

trouble... get your copy of “Main 
Event" book on pro wrestling by 
Roberta Morgan, with photos by 
Frank Amato and George 
Napolitano, It's a must for all 
wrestling fans. This concludes 
another edition of Wrestling 
Confidential. This reporter 
wishes to hear from all fans. 
Write to: FRANK AMATO; 80 
Countisbury Avenue; North 
Valley Stream, N.Y. 11880. 


‘STEVE TRAVIS has GREG VALENTINE in trouble 


with his Headlock. 








“WRESTLING IS A 
JUNGLE,” SCREAMS 
PAMPERO FIRPO 


The Wild Bull of the Pampas 
admits to being raised in the 
jungle. Yet, he claims, he has 
found more “animals” in 
today’s society. 


By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 
1 am back on top again and this is where | 
will remain. OOOH YEAAAAH! 

His hair is still wild and long. His strength is 
still phenomenal. His voice is still loud and 
thunderous and Chimu is still his closest com 
panion. These days the "Great" Pampiro Firpo 
is wrestling throughout the Caribbean and in a 
very short time the "Wild Bull from the Pam: 
раз” emerged as the number one man in ће 
area 

| came, | saw. | conquered!" Firpo uttered 
and by the sound of his voice and the look of 
determination in his eyes one just has to feel 
that Pampiro Firpo will always be on toy 
wherever he appears. continued on page 12 


Pampero Firpo displays his Puerto 
Rican championship belt. 
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PAMPERO FIRPO 


"I've wrestled in 21 countries, 
five different continents and I've 
won 29 championship belts. But, 
there are still more people t 
defeat, more belts to capture and 
worlds to conquer. | was born t 
be a leader and as long as | am 
this wrestling profession | will be 
just that. All the others are just 
followers: Jose Rivera, Carlos Col- 
on, the Invaders and even Bob 
Backlund. OOOH YEAAAH! 

When Firpo mentioned the name 
of the current WWF champion, Bob 
Backlund, his eyes began to 
gleam, a smile crossed his face 
and he then began a tirade about 
the current east coast champion, 

‘OOOH. | like to meet that one. 
ІП get the opportunity to face tha 
little shrimp he will last no longer 
than a minute. I am much strong: 
1 am more intelligent. | will tell you 
something to relay to Bob 
Backlund because | use all you 
magazine people as messenger 
boys. Backlund you are a coward! 
You have blocked my entry into the 
WWF area. The Grand Wizard-has 
petitioned the WWF commission to 
bring me back into the area, but he 
has met with very strong opposi 
tion, | know you are behind it! If 
you are any kind of champion 
you will put your title on the line Firpo tosses Miguel Perez into the turnbuckle. 
against me. That is the only way 
people will know that you are a 


Firpo goes to work on his dazed opponent as referee intervene: 
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true champion, a fighting cham- 
pion. Otherwise your belt and your 
title has no meaning 
whatsoever... OOH YEAAH! 

Firpo then paused long enough 
to catch his breath and quickly 
continued his verbal assault 

When you return to New York 
give my regards not only to Broad- 
way, but also to Bruno Sammar- 
tino. He'll remember me. He's one 
of the strongest men | have ever 
faced, but unfortunately he's great 
only from his chin down. From his 
chin up he's empty just like a 
Squash. Ha! Ha! Ha! 

1 will say that he is a great 

athlete. He was a good champion 


Ж е 


The wilc-haired Firpo chokes Miguel Perez against the ropes. 


He is recognized as one of the 
greatest drawing cards in the. 
history of the sport, but | would like 
to destroy that myth. There are 
others that | would love t 

Chief Jay Strongbow, Ivan Putski 
Dusty Rhodes. By the way, what 
ever became of Pedro Morales? | 
erased his name right out of the 
memory of the people of New 

York, then | did the same in 
Boston, and Philadelphia. But, that 
is all in the past. The past belongs 
to my father. The future to thi 

‘ones, The present is all tha: 

сете me now, and right now | am 
the champion of Puerto Rico. The 
Puerto Rican championship has as 


much weight as the US title does 
in the States and champion | will 
always remain. 


To win his latest title, the Great 
Pampero had to defeat another 
wild man, Abdullah the Butcher. 
The match between these two 
b was perhaps the wildest 
battle ever witnessed anywhere. In 
the end it was the Wild Bull of the. 
Pampas who emerged triumphant. 
Since winning the belt Firpo has 
been engaged in a raging battle 
with the very talented Carlos Col- 
оп, The two have met on several. 
occasions and Firpo still has 


continued on page 56 
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OPPONENTS AND FANS AGREE: 


BAD, BAD LEROY BROWN IS 


By ALAN BOLTE 


They are complaining that 
the big, 308-pounder uses 
illegal objects to injure his 
foes and gain victories. 
Strangely, he hasn't been 
caught by referees. 


I hope Leroy Brown loses his match and 
winds up hospitalized. | absolutely detest 
him," a female ringsider said to her 
companion. “Ай he does is cheat. | think 
tonight Alberto Madril will put an end to his 
career." 

Moments later the 10,167 fans in atten- The strength of Brown 
dance shouted their approval as handsome, ШАУ 
young Madril strolled doen the aisles, waved 
to the fans and entered the ring. He signed 
autographs for a few moments until 
308 pound Bad, Bad Leroy Brown strutted 
to ringside, climbed over the top rope and 
spat at ringsiders. Jeers and cat-calls could 
be heard throughout the arena. Few spec 
tators seemed to approve of Brown or his 
sadistic style of grappling 

The moment the bell sounded both p: 
Gipants made contact in the center of the 
ring. Brown, standing four inches taller than 
Madril. outweighing him by 61 pounds, up- 
ended the popular Mexican and held him to 
the mat in a paintul top wrist lock 

Seconds later Madril escaped the hold by 
applying a head scissors to Brown. Instantly 
Brown gouged Madril's eyes and this 
brought about a warning from the referee. 

Action resumed and Madril had the upper 
hand when he applied a side-headlock. This 
time Brown grabbed the tights and floored 
Madril. The referee failed to witness this bit 
of action, though, since Brown hid the illegal 
move from behind so it was impossible 
to witness 

Brown began hitting, kicking and 
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GETTING AWAY WITH MURDER 





stomping the fallen Madril which 
brought another referee's warning. 
The fans screarned for Madril to get 
up but it was impossible: Brown 
continued putting the boots to him. 
He then picked Madril up and twice. 
body slammed him to the mat. 

Brown climbed to the second 
rope and leaped off, landing with 
ali his 300 plus pounds on the breath- 
less Madril's body. Three seconds 
later Brown had pinned him to win 
the first fall. 

During the two minute rest period 
Brown attacked Madril as he lay 
against the corner of the ring. He 
threw Madril through the ropes onto 
the press table which brought about 
a thunderous disapproval from the 
crowd 

"See what I mean, there was no. 
reason for that,” a ringsider shouted. 
“He is not a man, he is an animal! 

The bell rang to start the second 
fall and Brown proceeded to go after 
Madril. He banged his head against 
the press table and the referee 
warned Brown that if he continued 
the unsportsmanlike conduct, he 
would be disqualified. 

Brown stood back in the center of 
the ring and momentarily allowed 
Madril to re-enter. Brown refrained 
himselt from attacking his opponent 
again. Had he jumped Madril 
another time he undoubtedly would 
have been disqualified 

By the time Madril re-entered the 
ring he had enough time to. 
temporarily recuperate. As he 
entered Brown attempted to attack 
him, only to run into a fist o the mid- 
section. Madril was enraged. He. 
gouged, kicked, hit, stomped and 
mercilessly pounded Brown over the 
head with is fists and the tans loved 
it 

He whipped Brown into the 
corner turnbuckles then body 
slammed him on the rebound. Madril 
then applied his infamous crucifix 
hold and Brown gave up the second 
fall 

With a fall apiece both 
were temporarily even. Before the 
bell rang to begin the third and final 
fall, Madril turned the tables by kick- 
ing Brown during the rest period 

The bell rang for the third fall and 
Brown begged for Madril's forgive- 
ness. The fans shouted warnings to 
Madril to be careful of him; he can't 
be trusted. A second later Brown hit 
Madril in the midsection and applied 
a choke hold. He worked Madril over 
fora few more seconds then hid a 
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choke hold from the referee—a 
move typical of Brown's style. 

He whipped Madril into the ropes 
and when he returned Brown had 
reached into his trunks and pulled 
out what appeared to be an object 
He hit Madril hard over the head with 
itand the Mexican sailed through 
the ropes onto the floor. Quickly 
Brown put the objects back into his 
fights and Madril was counted out 
of the ring; he had failed to re-enter 
tobeat the count of 10, so the winner 
of the third fall and the match was 
Bad, Bad Leroy Brown. 


An object appears in Brown's 
right hand. 

The fans were hysterical. Shouts 
of, “Brown used an object," "he 
should be disqualified,” and "check 
his tights!” could be heard. Brown 
rapidly raised his hand in token 
victory then ran back to his dressing 
room before he could be searched. 

In the dressing room, Brown 
denied using any sort of object. 

* "Why would I use an object? 

he asked innocently. "Гат big and 
sirong enough to beat Madril or any- 
one else without any help from the 
affects of a foreign object. I hit 
Madril good and hard as he came off. 
the ropes, and he fell out of the ring 
and couldn't get back, that’s all 

How dare you claim that | used 

an object! 

When Brown is accused of using 
rules on the mat he throws a hurt 
look at you 

1 паме been accused of wrestling 
against the rules for quite a while 
andit is starting to bug me." Brown 
said. "People who are against me 
teel that way only because they are. 
jealous of me. I am going to stand on 
my two feet and openly invite anyone 
to prove that | cheat. It should be 
obvious that a guy of my size and 
strength does not have to cheat 
That should be reason enought to 
stop the rumors." 

Referees are beginning torealize 
that Brown is a sadistic grappler in 




















the ring, and that he will try anything 
within his power to become the victor. 
Cheater or not, he is downright 
vicious with his challengers and he 
has crippled several of them within 
the last year. 

That's why referees are becoming 
aware of Brown's roughhouse style 
and they are keeping eyes on him 
during all moments of the match 

Frank Nocety, a capable arbiter 
licensed by the California State 
Athletic Commission, and approved 
by the National Wrestling Alliance, 
admits it isn’t quite that easy when 
it comes to keeping an eye on 
Brown. 

“For one thing, we referees are 
only human and we don't have eyes 
in the back of our heads," Nocety 
said, "That may sound like l'm 
‘making an excuse, but I'm not. It 
isn't easy being a referee. particularly 
when Brown is wrestling, 

We know that Brown is more 
inclined to break rules than some 
wrestlers, but we still have to see it 
before we can call it. The same 
rules govern football, basketball, 
roller derby and other pro contact 
sports. The major problem is that 
Brown is so large physically that it's 
difficult to see around him. 

“For example, if he is hiding a 
choke hold on an opponent a referee 
can't easily see the choke simply 
because he is so big. When a 
wrestler is on the mat all | have to 
do is look up and I can see if he is 
doing wrong. It's not the same case 
with Brown. When I look up all | see 
are legs, chest and shoulders." 

Brown graduated from high school 
and immediately decided not to 
continue with his education. He was 
successful at football and wrestling 
and he wanted to pursue a football 
or wrestling career. It wasn't long 
before he decided to try his hand at 
pro wrestling. 

"Being born and raised in the 
south side of Chicago, fighting. 
particularly dangerous street fighting, 
was something | was constantly 
doing. It was a way of life; I had to 
simply to defend myself and stay 
alive. In the beginning, | was pretty 
much a “PUSSYCAT,” ASOFTIE,’ 
Brown admitted. "After a few years 
of protecting myself | was no longer 
anice guy. 

"There was a time when | 
wouldn't have hurt flea. But, believe. 
me, you would change your attitude 
100, if everytime you walked down 
the street there was trouble 











When I was 17 I had my head 



















































split open with a wrought iron bar 
from someone on the street.” he 
recalls. "1 was walking home from 
football practice and two guys 
leaped out to me on a dark street. | 
remember they fled after jumping 
me for no reason. When I saw my 
own blood | became hysterical 

If they hadn't have run away | would 
have murdered them. It all happened 
o fast | couldn't defend myself, 
Iwas so surprised. They should 
consider themselves lucky that they 
managed to escape. 

“This type of activity was con- 
stantly taking place and I learned in 
a hurry how to defend myself. | 
found out fas! to show no mercy 
when something like that occurs 
and | guess that's what made a 
‘mean guy’ out of me, That's where 
the sadistic streak that's deep inside 
of me came from, | am sure. 

Brown preferred wrestling to foot- 
ball simply because he had friends in 
wrestling, and because he much 
preferred the individual competition. 

"Wrestling consists of individual 
competition, which I ike better then 
having teammates," Brown said. 

don't like having teammates to 
share the glory of victory with me, 
nor do | want them to blow it for us 
to cause a loss. | much prefer it on 
my own in the ring— one тап 
against one man, and may the best. 
man win. 

Brown admitted he enjoys tag 
matches, but only when he has the 
right partner. Eddie “Continental 
Lover" Mansfield is one man he 
trusts and admires as a partner 

l'm not going to agree to a tag 
match unless | know I have a 
capable partner,” he said. "I have 
had good partners before but | think 


Mansfield has proved to be the best 
so far. He is fast, strong, brave, 

and, like те, rough on the mat. 
What's more, the most important 

ing is that he is not a coward. | can 
always count on his being right 
behind me at all times. That, to те, 
is a good tag partner. 

Brown had defeated topnotchers 
throughout California, as well as 
other parts of the country including 
Texas and Chicago. He recently 
returned from a tour of Japan where 
he defeated many of the highly rated 
Japanese competitors. He did not, 
however, take on Antonio Inoki, one 
of the true classical grapplers in 
Japan 

1wanta match with Inoki the 
next time I fly to Japan." Brown said. 
"lam much bigger and stronger 
than he. Inoki may be a master of 
the martial arts, but most of that is 
illegal in wrestling. Besides, | made 
good contact while | was there. | 
meta prominent Japanese trainer 
and he agreed to give me pointers. 
should | get a match with Inoki. 1 
won't say his name, but believe me 
he knows what he is talking about. 
With his knowledge and my ability 
1 could beat Ino} 

Brown continuously denies 
dealings with rule-breaking yet he 
has been caught doing the dirty work 
on previous occasions. In fact, the 
only time he loses a match is if he is 
disqualified. Otherwise, he usually 
comes out the winter, to the dis 
appointment of most fans. 

Madril can't understand Brown or 
his wrestling antics. 

1 admit the guy is big and strong 
and basically a good, tough compe- 
titor," Madril said. "But he does 
break the rules. What do you think 
he did to me? That was an object 











Referee tries to restrain an enraged Brown 





he hit me with or else I wouldn't 
have been out cold, He has broken 
rules against other wrestlers, also. 
it's just that he seldom is caught. 

"А guy with his size and strength 
shouldn't have to break rules. 1 
can't understand why he totally 
denies it. Nothing about him is easily 
figures out. | think the guy ought to 
be stopped before he cripples 
someone 

"But, i's not going to be me. 
Td like а rematch with the guy with 
no rules. Ill show them just how 
tough | can be, also.” 

Brown has consistently drawn 
large crowds to Los Angeles’ Olympic 
‘Auditorium where fans turn out in 
hopes of seeing him beaten. He 
seldom is defeated, though, and 
fans usually walk away dissapointed 
that they didn't witness his defeat. 

The man has no favorite finishing 
holds. He prefers wrestling in any 
manner he chooses, and defeating 
his foe with whatever he feels is 
necessary. He does enjoy body 
slamming his opponent then climb- 
ing to the top rope, and leaping off 
onto his helpless, fallen foe. 

Brown has been wrestling pro- 
fessionally for 5 years and his current 
goals include winning a champion- 
Ship and seeing the rest of the world. 

"Wrestling has given me a lot," 
he said. “It gives me a chance to. 
see the world, keep in shape, learn 
allot, make good money and meet 
beautiful women. What more could | 
want from a career? 

"There are many places | haven't 
yet seen that | would like to. But, 

I want to go where the most highly 
rated, toughest competition is. I 
want the whole world to know about 
Bad, Bad Leroy Brown. No one 
around can defeat me and we all 
know it 

“Г just laugh at all the challenges 
that come at me. Night after night 
promoters receive challengers from 
various wrestlers who actually think 
they can beat me. | never refuse a 
challenge from anyone. ! wrestle them 
‘and beat the hell out of them and then 
they learn not to mess with me. 

My other goal is to injure as 
many opponents as possible. That 
may sound cruel, but it's the only 
way to pay back for those who were 
cruel to me in Chicago. 

Bad, Bad Leroy Brown has made 
his points. Perhaps this will be a 
warning to any inferior wrestlers 
who may attempt to dethrone him 
in the future 
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WILL 
ONE 
GET 
KILLED? 


THE BLOODY 
CHIEF STRONGBOW- 
e VALENTINE 





STORY AND PHOTOS 
By FRANK AMATO 


The WWF has seen numerous 
feuds through these many years. 
Chief Jay Strongbow has bi 
involved in many of those feuds 
Feuds which were really never 
started by the Cherokee warrior 
but he never ran from one. 

Strongbow has feuded with 
Captain Lou Albano; George 
“The Animal” Steele; Handsome 
Jimmy Valiant: Spiros Arion; Ken 
Patera; High Chief Peter Maivia 
and perhaps the most intense 
feud of all with Greg “Crippler’ 
Valentine. Feuds with these 
villainous grapplers which 
Strongbow had to fight like an 
animal to survive. 

Three of these wrestlers were 
tag team partners who turned 
‘on Strongbow. They were Valiant: 
Arion and Maivia. Why? Because 
they sought further glory in the 
WWF World Heavyweight 
Championship rather than the 


continued on page 24 
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we 


The popular Indian has 
vowed revenge. the 
blond villain who had 
broken his leg. From the 
look of things, Strongbow 
is getting his revenge that 
began with an historic 
Indian Strap Match in 
Madison Square Garden. 





‘continued from page 22 
tag title. They sought the services of 
unscrupulous managers in The Grand 
Wizard and Fred Blassie, who 
promised them the title and money. 

The feud with Ken Patera came 
froma series of matches but hit 
its zenith when Patera seriously 
injured Chief Billy White Wolf who 
was Strongbow's tag partner. Strong- 
bow had to avenge his partner. 
whose neck injury hospitalized him 
for months. 

Captain Lou Albano, a wrestling. 
manager, made a vendetta to destroy 
Strongbow any way he could, bring- 
ing one vile wrestler after another 
seek the deed. One was George 
“The Animal" Steele, a wrestler 
feared by all for his Neanderthal 
looks and behavior. Steele makes 
Jack the Ripper seem a choirboy 
Even Albano has battled Strongbow 
at various intervals. 

Then there is Greg "Crippler 
Valentine, a wrestler who's Figure 4 
Leglock has broken the legs of 
Several wrestlers in his mat career. 
including Strongbow's. The other 
feuds are not finished and may 
resume at any time, They hurt and 
injured Strongbow during their battles 
but he bounced back quickly a day 
or two later. 

None injured Strongbow enough to 
keep him from wrestling. None 
ended Strongbow's mat career, yet 
Valentine almost accomplished that 
feat, The demented vile wrestlers 
who had tried and failed congratu- 
lated Valentine. 

The dastardly deed happened in 
Hamburg, Pennsylvania during a TV 
match in mid-February. The match 
had been fairly even but Valentine 
was slipping. Then Strongbow and 
Valentine collided with the referee in 
the ring, They lay stunned in the ring 
but the referee had been knocked 
outside the ring. 

The Grand Wizard stationed at ring- 
side grabbed a pitcher of water from 
the TV commentator's table, ran into 
the ring and doused Valentine. 

Once revived, Valentine was 
ordered by Wizard to apply his 
dreaded hold. Valentine secured his 
Figure 4 Leglock on Strongbow. The 
referee, now back inside the ring, 
heard Strongbow submit, unable to 
combat the hold. 

Signaling the end of the match the 
referee ordered Valentine to release 
the hold. He either refused or failed 
tohear the order. He applied more 
pressure to the left leg and Strong- 
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Chief Jay Strongbow before match shows 


that kneebrace with metal rings and 
holds the Indian Strap. 


bow screamed in pain as his knee 
muscles were torn. Not even help 
from wrestlers Tony Garea and Larry 
Zybzsko could break the hold. Finally 
Gorilla Monsoon, wielding the empty. 
water pitcher, hit Valentine over the. 
head, which helped release the hold. 
‘Strongbow was placed on a stretcher 
outside the ring, his left knee shat- 
tered, and placed in splints, until an. 
ambulance carted him away to the. 
hospital. Strongbow remained out of 
action for four months. At first his 


career was seemingly over. Greg 
Valentine boasted of his evil deed, 
I've finished off Strongbow for good. 
He'll never come back 

‘Strongbow says of his injury by 
Valentine,” | was sick with fear 
during those first days in the hos- 
pital. The doctor thankfully claimed | 
didn't need an operation but did 
advise me to quit wrestling. He said 
any further injury to my knee could 
leave me a cripple. Ill tell you this 
scared the hell out of me. | grew 








Greg Valentine drives his Atomic 
Skullcrusher into Strongbow's head 
as he attacks before match 
officially bega 


Both Strongbow and Valentine are secured by 
the wrist as Valentine continues his attack. Greg 


had better of early going in the match. 


depressed over my c 
situation. 

Some of my friends, many of them 
wrestlers, came to visit me. It w 
good tonic, but the fear stayed with 
me. The fear turned to panic when 
went home to my ranch in Georgia 
Then a visit by my close friend Bruno 
Sammartino helped to make up my 
mind. Bruno reminded me of when he 
had his neck broken by Stan Hansen 
and how he was hospitalized and 
written off. Bruno came back and 


rand 


d that injury over Hansen 
time and again. Bruno said for me to 
think about that. If he could do it 

we ould |. Bruno was my 
inspiration to return. 

During Strongbov 
Sammartino and Vince McMahon, 
color commentators for the WWF, 

uid give weekly reports on his 
condition. Meanwhile, Valentine and 
Wizard kept boasting of their evi 
deed and how Strongbow would 
never come back. Even the fans 


s incarceration 


were split about Strongbow's return. 

Then one night during the TV 
matches while Valentine was wrest- 
ling, Strongbow appeared sitting at 
ringside. He was walking with use 
оға cane. McMahon interviewed 
Strongbow from his seat and stated, 
“ГІ return because | have un- 
finished business with Valentine. In 
a few weeks I'll be wrestling again 
2nd Valentine will pay. He won't 
know what pain is until he meets me. 

have plans for him. For every tear 
I shed his blood will drip ten-fold, 
For every minute of time | spent laid 
up he will shed blood. I won't be 
satisfied until Valentine is carried trom 
the ring on a stretcher himself 
unable to wrestle for months and 
months, even forever. l'm declaring 
war 

Valentine was shocked to see 
Strongbow back but masked his 
shock and possibly fear by boasting, 

1 sorry | broke his leg. I'm. 
ust sorry | didn’t finish the job. Well 
f he's stupid enough to wrestle me 
again | promise to break his leg 
again and I'll break his other leg. 
This man has more guts than brains. 
He's a dumb Indian who should be 
returned to the reservation.” 

Strongbow had a few warm-up. 
matches on TV and wore a knee- 
brace that was secured with metal 
rings. Valentine protested the wearing 

this article but the WWF declared 
that Strongbow's doctor insisted he 
wear it. Strongbow declared, “Му 
doctor has given me the right to wear 
it. The WWF says | can. Valentine 
can't stop me from wearing it 
Valentine will pay like | said." 

The match took place at Madison 
‘Square Garden and soon after the 
‘opening bell the kneebrace opened 
a gash on Valentine's face. 
Strongbow fought like a man 
possessed. He wanted to kill this 
very night. Valentine used every 
ruthless trick to ward off the wild 
Indian. Much of the action was 
fought outside the ring. During the 
action outside the ring Valentine 
beat the referee's count but not 
Strongbow. Strongbow may have 
lost by a technicality but Valentine 
looked the part of loser, his face 
bloody from lacerations. 

Strongbow said afterwards, “1 
don't care if lost because Valentine 
hurts badly. He needs stitches and 
his blood flowed as I predicted. 

I'm not finished yet. Гуе asked for 
and received an Indian Strap Match 
continued on page 26 
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lcontinued from page 25 
against Valentine and I've never lost 
this type of match yet. He can't run 
from me like he did either. 

This match would be history in 
being the very first Indian Strap 
Match held al Madison Square 
Garden. Strongbow was eager but 
Valentine protested saying, “Only 

imals wrestle like this. | was 
tricked into signing but Strongbow 
has demanded his ow 
warrant, l'Il break his leg: 
him crippled 

Strongbow entered the ring with 
the Indian Strap. The referee 
explained the rules, To win o 
wrestler must drag his opponent 10 
all four corners while both wrestlers 
are attached by one wrist to each end 
of the leather strap. Strongbow was 
secured on one end but Valentine 
refused. He kept stalling for minutes. 
Then Strongbow turned hi 
Valentine quickly pounced on him 
with kicks arid punches which 


Ind leave 


back and 


stunned Strongbow. Then Valentine 
demanded his wrist be secured ав 
Strongbow lay hurt. 


The early going was all Valentine. 
as he pounded Strongbow. Victory 
looked his way but suddenly Strong: 
bow fond inner strength and lashed 
‘outwith kicks and Tomahawk Chops. 
ne reeled under the attack 
was pounded into the si 

blood spurting 
н Strongbow pounded aw 
but Valentine managed to come 
back. Soon Strongbow was bloody. 


T 


Valentine 


rvival. Inside and 
ed. The referee 
could not control them. They con- 
tinued their br 


It requi 


Outside the ring Valentine tries to bring Indian Strap around neck of Strongbow. 


~M 
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cation. 
Valentine was near collapse in his 
dressing room but managed to 
iter, "| won man. It was Strong- 
buddies who ran out to help. 
Yeah, Putski, Santana and DeNucci 
ran out. They even sneaked a few 
inside punches on me. | won." 


Strongbow was near exhaustion 
but remained on his feet. He said, 
! didn't win but neither did he. Не 
bled again but he's still kicking. I'm 
10t through yet. One of us must go. 
One of us must get out of wrestling 
and I'm nol leaving. The war will 
destroy one of us or maybe both. 

ve only started my war, 

The first Indian Strap Match in 
Madison Square Garden is history 
now. It promised to be memorable 
and was. This feud is not over and 
far from it, Strongbow may be right. 
It may destroy one of hem or both 
Which one will it be? 





Greg Valentine I 
this battle clai 
ing anything 


exhausted from 
victory but look- 
winner. 
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PAT PATTERSON 


his man flush on the chin with the 
taped brass knuckles on his right fist 
DiBiase was out cold as Patterson 
covered for the pin and champion- 
ship victory. The f. ied but 
the referee failed to see anything 

опо by Patterson 

Patterson seemed unmoved by the 
protesting fans. He said of his victory 

won didn't I? To me that’s all that 
matters, I'm out to win any way | can. 
If that means using brass knuckle 
I'll use them. I'll use a chair, tat 
pipe, chain or whatever | get my 
hands on. Those fans мо! 
cheered DiBiase if he did the same 
tome оту! didi fir 

The Grand Wizard chimed in 
Winning is the only thing in wrestling. 
We have the second most important 
belt in the WWF. Now we'll set oi 
sights on Bob Backlund's WWF 
Heavyweight Championshi 


Patterson is in agony after landing on 
concrete floor during a match. 
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vorks 
ry at holdin 


there makes 
both titles the sam 


im by phone 
^ areas, Backlund 
іо about ratings 


allenged 
tled in the AW. 
mumbled somett 
and other mumbo jumbo and hung up. 
on me. I sw jould come to 1 
WWF and make him face me. That 
ming close. Backlund is 


uld Patterson use those taped 
rass knuckles on Backlund? 
ed loudly, "Damn 
Why not. If it means 
гаме no scruples 
g. | have expensive 
only money gets it. Titles 
money. Backlund has what | 
DiBiase had what | wanted. 
took one and now I'll get the 
Patterson is riding the crest of mat 
super stardom but back when he first 


‘The Grand Wizard shows his concern 
‘over bandage which covers а 
nasty gash. 


Patterson uses a favorite maneuver of 
is, the "Bombs Away” kneedrop 


upon Backlund. 








were much different. A5/11" and 
about 220 pounds when he was only 
17 years of age he had his first 
match in Montreal. Patterson says. 

"I wrestled amateur for two years 
and was quite good or so | thought. 
My first match my butt was kicked 
all over the place in my pro debut 
Iwas young and the old pros | faced 
never let up on me. ! tried hard but 
lost many matches, It was weeks 
before my first victory. Ill say this, 
back then | wasn't afraid to try at 
my age. had the guts to stick in 
there, Not many youngsters today 
are willing to try it 


A well aimed right hand 
into Backlund's face. 


That was during the late fifties 
and by the early sixties Patterson 
had traveled about gaining the much 
needed experience to gain stardom. 
Inthe mid sixties Patterson ventured 
to San Francisco. Patterson entered 
the area with natural dark hair wea: 
ing sequined jackets and matching 
berets 
Patterson says of his 
style, "Back then, when I start 
and still today, my style remains the 
same. l'm aggressive, always 
pitalizing on opponents’ mistake: 
can be aggressive even in defense. 
kes a master to accomplish this. 


Tome the best in doing. 

Buddy Rogers. The word aggressive. 
is used by some wrestlers who are 
plain out and out riotous villa 

This is copping a plea and I'm not, 

n San Francisco Patterson soon 
came under the wing of Ray Stevens. 
Patterson dyed his hair blond like Ray 
and they formed a successful tag 
team soon winning that area's World 
Tag Team Title. Their matches were 
wild and vicious but victorious. Then 
things began to sour for them. 
Stevens toured Japan but upon 
returning had changed his style to 
scientific wrestling, 


‘continued on page 32 


Patterson has Backlund by the hair and 
iming him towards the ringpost. 











continued from page 31 


This annoyed Patterson and soon 
they were fighting one another. 
Patterson won the U.S. Heavyweight 
Championship from Stevens. They 
soon were feuding all along the west 
coast. Blood filled the rings from 
their battles with the title changing 
hands and back again. At one point 
Patterson began wearing a mask but 
still being billed as himself. 


Patterson comments on this. 
wore the mask as a psychological 
‘edge, Many wrestlers gel uneasy 
facing masked wrestlers. | found 
great success and used it until! 
grew tired of it. Itwas like a good 
luck charm while it lasted. 

Patterson has won and lost the 
U.S. belt six times against such mat 
stars as: Ray Stevens, Rocky 
Jonnson and Pau! DeMarco. He 


Always dangerous at any situation. 
Patterson manages to punch Backlund 
even though he is upside down. 
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also held the World Tag Team 

with Ray Stevens; Rocky Johnson: 
Superstar Billy Graham; Chief Peter 
Maivia and The Gladiator. Patterson 
has also held the Flor 

Title with Ivan Koloff. t 

Tag Team Championship with Ray 
Stevens; Southern Heavyweight 
Championship; Florida TV Title 
Texas Heavyweight Championship; 
Pacific Northwest Championship; 
Australia-Asia Tag Title with Art 
Nielsen; Japan Tag Title with Ricky 
Hunter. 

Patterson looks back on his team 
partners and says, "I had my success 
but Ray Stevens is my favorite. Ray 
and | think alike. We are great 
buddies now and when we were. 
feuding | may have disliked the man 
but I respected him, He's great and 
next to me the greatest. He's the 
toughest man | ever wrestled. Our 





yles are similar and that's why we 
click 

Patterson finally did wrestle Bob 
Backlund for his title at Madison 
Square Garden. Patterson showed 
why he's rated high among the best. 
Near the end of the match he had 
the champion bloody and out on his 
feet. The referee stopped the contest 
and because of this Patterson did not 
win the title. 

Infuriated Patterson said then, “1 
was seconds away from pinning the 
punk. The referee saved his hide. 
The rules should be changed for title 
matches. You know in boxing if the 
defending champion can't continue 
for injury or bleeding he loses his 
belt. Wrestling should have the 
same rules, 

The rematch turned into another 
brawl and Patterson gave his all 
This time he was bloody and when 


Patterson and Grand Wizard shine up 
the WWF North American belt in 
hotel room. 








A bloody Patterson argues with 
referee during second title match 

Backlund. Seconds later Arnold 
Skoaland hit Patterson with the belt 
he’s holding. 


things looked grim he dug into his 

ose taped brass knuckles. 
Like DiBiase before him Backlund 
moved in unkowing what was wait- 
ing. Patterson let fiy with the weapon 
and knocked Backlund cold. He 
covered for the pin but the referee 
was elsewhere. 

Arnold Skoaland, seeing Patterson 
take out the brass knuckles, jumped 
into the ring to argue. The referee. 
and Skoaland were having heated 
words in the corner. The Grand 
Wizard also sitting at ringside yelled 
for Patterson to get the referee. 

Patterson told the referee to start 
counting. The referee started to turn 
away and Patterson was warning 
Skoaland. Suddenly Skoaland hit 
Patterson with Backlund’s belt, knock- 
ing him cold. Not seeing this and with 
both wrestlers unable to continue, the 
referee stopped the match 

Patterson fumes, "My manager 
did nothing wrong. Skoaland was the 
culprit. He hit me knowing what may 
happen. I'm sure he hoped the 
referee would see him hit me and 
get Backlund disqualified. But he 
Saved Backlund's hide again. I had 
Backlund pinned. | was the champion. 
Once again | was robbed. Next time 
nothing will save this punk 

Patterson will stop at nothing to 
win the belt. Like he said earlier, 

ІІІ do anything to win.” The blond 
bomber will do just that. 
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DON KENT WARNS: 
"TM QUT TO GET M 








By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 
Kent has a side headlock on 


Carlos Colon. 


After a successful tour in the 
Caribbean, the one time Kangaroo Tag 
Team partner is back in the U.S. with 
one goal in mind—regaining 
the U.S. belt. 


! feel like I'm sitting on top of the world,” a happy Don Kent 
remarked as he sat in his beautiful condominium overlooking the. 
Atlantic Ocean. “I've held the Caribbean Heavyweight title and now | 
mes om the North American heavyweight champion but | am anxiously 
looking forward to returning to the States to regain the U.S. title. That 
is my long range goal 
| feel that | have accomplished quite a bit in the Caribbean in my 
10 months stay on the Islands lefeated every top man who has 
passed through here and ther e been quite a few men who һауе 
me to the Caribbean with the expressed purpose of knocking me out 
о ber one position. | defeated former World's champion, Dory 
Funk Jr. three times. Then | did the same to his brother Terry Funk, 
another former world's champion 
Туе also defeated men Invaders, Hurricane Castillo, 
Jose Rivera and every other wrestler in this territory. Besides, / уе also 
raveled 10 Trinidad to defend my title. There | defeated Ray "Golden" 
Apollon and Ted Herbert, the top two men in that country. I guess all in 
all I've had quite a good run in Ihe beautiful, sunny Caribbean. 
For most of his career Don King was one half of the greatest tag 


Applying pressure, Kent has. 
Carlos Colon in pain. 
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Don Kent and his former partner Al Costello when they wrestled as The Fabulous Kangaroos. 


world for quite a number of years, 
Kent looks back on these days with 
very fond memories, 

There wasn't a team who coul 
defeat us!" Kent recalled. "We 
captured every tag team title 
imaginable. No soone: 
into a territory than 
the belts. We 
team title holders on numerous 
ions, besides capturin 
's of regional titles all around 
the country. We held the U.S. belt 
the Mid American title, the 
heavyweight belt, the No 
American tag team 
and 
and | were wre 5 a team today 
we will still be champion 

Don't think for a sec 
are no | 
very amicably : 
may get back together for some 
matches. About a ye; 
wrestled toge 
matches and that old magic w 
there. Who knows, maybe some day 
in the future we'll do it again 

Did you know that Al had a 
plastic hip inserted about four years. 
ago? Some people are never able to. 
recover from that; but Al is such a 
fanatic for physical conditioning that 
he was able to overcome this and 
continue to wrestle. In fact, he’s just 
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the world’s t 




















nampionship 
ny, many more. In fact if A 




















nger friends. We 



























continually on the move pounding 
i let up on his poor 
opponent. His bone crushing 
forearm smashes have cracked. 
many a rib. Besides, Kent has a well 
rounded repertoire of holds and 
uvers at his disposal. 
Many wrestlers “hn have 
estied a € — eamforany 
length of time are never able to 
make it as a single, But Don Kent is 
certainly a tion to this 

















Kent tries feverishly to tear the mask off The Invader's head. 














Gritting his teeth, Kent gouges the eyes of Inva 


The Invader is caught in Kent’s headlock. 


ыл 


бегі. 


I wanted to show the world that | 
wasn't only a tag team wrestler, 
Don Kent related. “Some people get 
type cast as a particular type of 

restler and | felt that this was 
beginning to happen to me. That's 
why Aland | originally split up. After 
our break-up | went into Detroit 
which had been the scene of many 
of our greatest triumphs and 
captured the U.S. heavyweight ti 
I held this belt for over 10 months. 
defeating every wrestler who 
challenged me. I've also been on 
top in Indianapolis, Phoenix, on the 
West Coast, Montreal and Toronto 
and | plan on always staying on top. 

пеп you have tremendous 

tling ability like I have and you 

have the God given abilily to back 
up what you say, there's no way you 
can't stay on top. 

For over close toa year Don Kent 
has made the Caribbean his home 
While there Kent employed the 
services of Hugo Savinovitch as his 
spokesman and advisor. In the past 

‘continued on page 58 
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IS THE 
SPOILER 
THE MOST 
VICIOUS 
MASKED 
MAN? 


He has been fined, suspended and even 
banned everywhere he has appeared. Yet, 
he continues in his quest — to become 
the best known masked man in the world. 











By TOM MCDAID 
(PHOTOS By DON DELEON) 


Quickly list the most hated masked wrestlers down on paper 
one do you think is the most hated? Masked Supe: 
Intelligent Destroyer? Super Destroyer | or Supe 
Joe? The Spoiler& You may have your particula 






Which 
tar? Sensational 

foyer II? Tokyo 
оісе, but wh 












































comes to downright vicious tactics and no scruples to speak of, The 
Spoiler wins hands down. 
For several years this masked outlaw of rule-breaking has been 







terrorizing his opponents. He has been fined, suspended and banned 
from one arena to another but nothing keeps him down. He always pops 
up to carry on his evil ways. The Spoiler is proud of what he's done. 

He says, “I'm the best known masked wr in the world. Even more 
known than Mil Mascras that Mexican taco eater. When Spoiler enters 
anarea the wrestling fans know action is coming their way. 

The Spoiler stands 6'4" at 280 pounds. His body is hard, muscle 
hard, no trace of fat anywhere. For a bit man he's quite agile and 
moves fast. His wrestling style is one ruthless tactic or maneuver 
after another. This masked man prefers to brawl and break the rules. 
Yet he has brief flashes of scientific wrestling with moves done 
expertly. 

The Spoiler admits to being around longer than his present hooded 
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The Spoiler's gloved hand brings. 
blood from the face of Dusty Rhodes. 
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THE SPOILER 





identity. He says, "When | firs 
started wrestling in the pro rank 
tried this пісе guy ro! 

and my lack of exper 

matches. Matches 

if broke some rules. In those early 
days | believed nice guys finis 
first. How dumb and s 
Wrestlers smaller than myself getting 
their hands raised in victory. I felt 
humiliated, 

Billed under his real name, he 
toured different areas. His style 
stayed the same but he won more 
matches than lost. In the southern 
towns his name was becoming 
known, Then the incident which 
broke the came! 
things. Spoiler rememb 
wrestling this tough dude 
reputation, He was known for being 

ску. | gave him a rough time 
he was desperate. As | 
the kill I was clobbered by him but 






Spoiler is about to send another 
punch at Dusty Rhodes as referee 
‘Sonny Meyers looks on. 


Spoiler s eyes sq 


inted behind 








good. He had used bras his mask and said паву." Right 
‘on me, He didn’t stop there. Hekept then I swore things е dit- 
ferent longer was Toing to co 





battering me until! cou 
my face so bloody that | could 





ош second best tobe 












See The releree jumpedinand SPilled let it be the other guy. Rules 
savea my hide and awarded me are lor creeps. 

match but | was later stitched up Sporet continued: When | did 
ThedoctorinformedmelNadamig return меге this mask. My biling 


concussion and to stop wrestling for 
a month. Juy 











еее. This 
ory by sub. 
asions this 
ped apart ti 













from the forehead. 








| The Spoiler wears the Florida State 
Heavyweight belt which he 
once owned. 
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possible. Winning means better 

matches and better matches mean 

bigger paychecks. | like those big 

paydays. Winning means better 
nents and that means bigger 

еск. Winning means titles 
neans bigger pa: 

love money and I'll do anyth 

gel it, A big reputation mean 

dollar and my reputation is knov 

tha woii ovar. 

The Spoiler may sound like a loner 
but he has teamed up on occasion. 
In Florida months ago he had another 
r an identical costume 
and billed as Spoiler 11. Together 
they held both the Florida Tag Team 
Title and Southern Tag Team Title. 
Alone, Spoiler held the Florida State 



























Diving off the turnbuckle Spoiler 
drives his knee onto his opponent. 













Both Spoilers ran roughshod over 
Florida for months. No team could 
defeat them. Many wrestlers in 
Florida and wrestling fans as wel 
were quite positive Spoiler Il was 
Cowboy Bob Duncum. Spoiler 
refuses to confirm their judgment, 
asking, "Does it matter who Il was? 
We were great as a team. It was 
never proven Duncum was II. On 
one card Duncum sat at Gordon 
Solie's TV table while Il and | 
wrestled. There were two occasions 
where I confused everyone by 
having both Killer Karl Kox and 
Buddy Wolfe don II's mask and cos: 
tume. Yeah, they were unmasked 
but big deal, Nobody was convinced 
they were really Il. Duncum was 
there at ringside for those matches 

Spoiler fails to mention that 
Spoiler Il and Duncum physicaly 
fesembled each other and that 
Duncum's wrestling style resembled 
each other and that Dumcum's 
wrestling style resembled that of II 
Spoiler is not saying but can fact 
be discarded? 

Once Spoiler li was unmasked by 
Dusty Rhodes on TV during a match 
but Il managed to cover his face 
with a towel, protecting his identity 
Says Rhodes, "I swear Duncum was. 
Spoiler Il. He had blond hair like 
Duncum, Built like Duncum, One and 
ће same baby 

Spoller had great success in 
Florida but his evil ways finally 
caught up with him when one night 
his vicious display was observed by 
NWA president Bob Geigel. Geigel 


Spoller uses any means to win and 
here he rakes the face of Rhodes. 


The ruthless Spoiler drives his knee 
into head of Dusty Rhodes in 
ring corner. 


entered the ring during the melee 
and Spoiler attacked him witho 
mercy; Spoiler was promptly fined 
and banned from the area indefinitely. 
Spoiler calls this action unjust, "1 
didn't know it was Geigel behind me 
All saw was a blur of 
into the ring. Geigel had no reason 
running into the ring like that. Being 
a former wrestler he should have 
known better. Geigel did what many 
wrestlers in Florida couldn't do. Get 
me out of Florida. Well i'll return, 
some day and where I left 
түрен 


off and start anothe: 
In the Oklahoma-Louisiana areas 


pe 


Spoiler has held both the NWA North 
American nd U.S. Tag 
Title with Spoiler Il (this ime Bugsy 


а man running 


McGraw), a few years back. Yet 
months ago Florida Spoiler conned 
mortal enemy Dusty Rhodes into 
teaming when Rhodes’ regular part 
ner Andre the Giant could not fult 
his committment as co-holder of the 
US. Tag belts. Needless to say 
Spoiler and his manager Gary 
attacked Rhodes and new cham- 
pions were crowned 
Spoiler on this occasion says, 
Just shows you the lack of brains. 
by dummy Rhodes. He'll fall tor any 
ull story. Later | nearly bowled over 
rom laughing so hard. What a jerk. 
Spoiler is now doing his nasty 
worse in Texas. He has been teaming 
ih Maniac Mark Lewin with great 
Success. Gary Hart is stil managing 
the masked villain, Spoiler states. 
Lewin is my kind of wrestler. Com 
pletely devoid of mercy. We may not 
agree on certain things but pro 
sionally we work well together. Hart 
s.a smart manager and looks out for 
my interests. You don't break up a 
winning combination 
Spoiler has seen it all and done 
most of it. Still he harbors a secret 
ambition which he discloses. He 
ys, "I want to be the first masked 
wrestler to win the World Heavy- 
ight Championship. I've nearly 
defeated current champion Harley 
Race. I'm after another rematch. 
If Race should lose the belt before 
we tangle I'll win it from his succes- 
Sor. | want the belt agd make history 
doing it. l'Il become immortal. 
Spoiler holding a world title. What 
could be worse than that. Evil under 
a mask and the titie along with it. It 
makes one shudder just thinking 
aboutit. Yet it may happen. 
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Hossien uses this Abdominal Stretch on Ted DiBiase. 
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By LARRY BENDER 


| “OPPONENTS FEAR МЕ” | 
; BOASTS HOSSIEN ARAB 





The invader from Iran has been very impressive up until now. 





He has demonstrated strength and ruthless tactics in producing 


an unpopular string of victories. 








This Arab plants 


“Look at him will you. Doesn't he look fantastic? 
He can't do anything wrong. He eats his opposition 
up alive", screamed Fred Blassie on TV. Hossien 
Arab was doing just that inside the ring. 

The match, already one-sided from the opening 
bell, had Hossien combining ruthless tactics and a 
splended repertoire of holds and maneuvers. His 
Opponent could not respond with any defense to 
thwart Hossien. The Arab looked fresh but his орро- 
nent looked exhausted. Bruises and welts were 
raised on his back and arms. 

Hossien used his legs for holds and for kicking 
and driving his knee to the back and mid-section. 











4 


is boots into the neck of his opponent. 


He choked, eye gouged while karate chops found 
their mark. Hossien would use a leghold or armhold 
to tie up his man, then just as quickly switch to il- 
legal tactics. 

Blassie, Hossien's manager, laughed proudly 
from ringside. He was enjoying the spectacle. Why 
not. His protege was having a field day. “Torture 
him", Blassie yelled. Hossien, looking at Blassie, 
did. 

Hossien flipped his opponent with a Suplex. Then 
another type of Suplex. Then yet another variation 
of a Suplex. It looked easy for Hossien who is a 
master of this hold. continued on page 60 
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Santana readies a punch at Hossien Arab,who is 
caught in unenviable position on top turnbuckle. 







“Му aim is to get rid of the 
rule breakers who think they 
can get away with anything 
they want,” claims the 
ambitious youngster. “I'm 
mad as hell and I'll put an 
end toit.” 


TAL 
|  VOWS TITO SANTANA 


Í STORY AND PHOTOS By FRANK AMATO 


І When Tito Santana first entered the WWF several months back, he was asked by reporters what 

| irks him the most. He answered, “Rule breakers who think they can get away with anything they wish. 
ф Theloveto injure opponents with vile tactics. They laugh about it. Well, | don't think this is anything to 
| laugh about. They go as far as using foreign weapons, too. | hate to see this and I'm out to stop them.” 

ф Santana points to some wrestlers noted for thier ring villainry and obvious disdain of the rules. Не 
says, "Pat Patterson uses taped brass knuckles. He won the WWF North American Heavyweight 
ф 
i 
|} 
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Title by using them. This makes me sick to see. Baron Scicluna uses a taped foreign weapon like 
another arm. This man is tough enough without any weapon but he chooses otherwise. Greg Valentine 
breaks legs of opponents with his figure 4 Leglock. He did this to Jay Strongbow and Wahoo McDaniel. 
This man's an animal. He must be stopped. Then there's Bulldog Brower a psycho case for sure. 
This guy uses tables, wooden steps, chains and anything not nailed down. I'm mad as hell and l'aim 
to put an end to this." 
Can Santana take it upon himself to become a policeman in wrestling? He's taking a large order 
on his shoulders and could bring about his downfall. Some wrestlers worry about Tito. 
‘Among them, Ivan Putski says, "1 know how Tito feels. When | first encountered it, | felt the same way. 
B stil do but Ido things much smarter now. Tito must be careful or he will destroy himsel. Ithe needs 
help | offer my Polish hammer. 
I Chief Jay Strongbow says, “I admire Tito's courage but I'm saving Valentine for myself. In Valentine, 
if they wrestle, Tito must be extra careful. The man has no scruples. He's taking on some assignment." 
Ted DiBiase offers this advice. “Tito knows what he must do but I fear for him. The wrestlers he 
named are all vile animals where nothing is too low for them. I'll help any way | can. | like the guy.” 
Andre the Giant says, “Му friend has courage but the men he mention are cruel. | hope he seeks 
| help and | will help this courageous young man." 




















Then there are the targets of Santana's ire. Pat Patterson states, “This young punk is making 
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usta smart punk, We have decided 
to rid wrestling of this punk 

Santana at 238 pounds and 6'2 
is from Mexico City. He loved wrest- 
ling as a young boy. His family moved 

Texas and football gained his 
attention. In school he participated 
in both sports. He played one year 
Tor the Kansas City Chiefs and two 
years in the Canadian league. 

During his college years Tito. 
trained for the ring under both Terry 
nd Dory Funk Jr. Considering both 
wrestlers have held the NWA World 
Title they were excellent teachers, 
Tito says, "Тһеу taught me every. 
thing there is to know. They never 
letup on me for one second. The 
bruises and sprains were well worth 
it. It has paid off now." 

While playing football Tito wrest. 
led in the off season. His first pro 
bout was in 1976 in Florida, After his 
third season in football he devoted 
his full time to wrestling. Since then 
Tito has appeared in Texas, North 
and South Carolina, Oregon, Wash- 
ington and San Francisco, 

Santana has gained momentum 
with each appearance on his east 

past schedule. His high flying skills. 
Dropkicks and Leg Scissors are 

'ecuted with speed and finesse 
He can apply holds quickly and 
counter them equally as fast 
Another asset is his no nonsense 

titude concerning his opponents, 
It they prefer brawling he will brawl 
Santana is dwarfed by Andre the 
Giant before they ge! ready for tag 
match. 





Tito Santana keeps his opponent at bay with another Side Headlock. 


over Hossien Arab nearly pinning him. 
waves because he wants a crack at 
my title, He's just trying to get him. he 
self noticed. He's also tryin tay away 
himself destroyed and I'll do it. 

Greg Valentine says smugi 

Whi 

and l'li see he gets 

he needs his leg b 

that. Maybe both legs. 

Bulldog Brower sat still enou 

mumble, “This what's hi 
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Tito comments, “Тһе Funks 
taught me never to turn the other 
cheek. If you get punched then 
punch back. Kick if you get kicked. 
Be aggressive but don't be a fool 
I'm not a foo! 

The Funks were idols of Santana. 
but so also was Bruno Sammartino, 
although he never saw Bruno 
wrestle. Says Tito, "Growing up | 
read about Bruno in the magazines. 
His great strength and courage 
carried him to great heights. I never 
thought | would meet him in person 
but I have. What a thrill it has be 

Recently during a TV session Tito 
received a trophy lor being named 
by the Pan American Sports 
Wrestler of the Year. It 
Bruno who presented th: 
trophy. Tito states, “It was my 
proudest moment in wrestling. My 
idol handing me this great honor. 
When we shook hands I could feel 
his power, I'll never forget that 
night. 

Tito prefers singles competition 
but has been involved in tag team 
actions. He has teamed with Te 
DiBiase, Steve Travis, Ivan Putski. 
Dom DeNucci and Andre the Giant. 
sometimes in six and eight man 
tag team matene: 

Tito says, "DiBiase was also 
trained by the Funks, In Texas we 
held the Western States Tag Team 
Title. He's an excellent partner. Right 
now Jerry and Johnny Valiant have 
Tito Santana tries to power out of 
Bearhug hold used by Hossien Arab. 






















































Santana works on arm of Luscious Johnny Valiant during tag title match. 


Tito is noted for his high flying maneuvers and flips over Hossien Arab. 


the WWF tag belts and | wouldn't 
mind taking those gold belts from 
them. I've been teaming with Ted 
and the others mentioned at various 













iater those Valiants will 

So far they have been lucky. 

re rough and crafty and that 
elps out too. Only | fee! 

out. When they 








Albano 
their luck is thinnin 
fall i hope I'm one half of the team 
to topple them. 











Stier who irks Tito 








with his vicious tactics is Great 
Hossien Arab. Tito says, "This man 
has great skills but under Blassie 
he has become an animal. Those 
boots have injured many 
wrestlers, He's another I'm after. 
е tangled before and will 
gain. One thing these wrestlers 
have learned about те, | won't run 
from them. I'll meet them and beat 
them at their own game. I don't run 
from anyone. 
Santana has a great mat 
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career in front of him, a future super 
star to be sure. The wrestlers he has 
mentioned are seasoned veterans 
who are noted for their ruthlessness. 
Santana has thrown down the gaunt- 
let. It has been picked up. Tito is 
ready for war. 


Hossien Arab is off and flying with 
this Hiproll by Santana. 





Tito Santana (right) with Ted DiBiase (center) and Steve 
Travis pose for Wrestling Today. Tito has been teaming 
With them in two-man and three-man tag matches. 
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THE MOVE TO 
BAN THE SHEIK 


Irate fans are upset over the tactics displayed by the bearded 
villain, so much so that they have begun a mail campaign calling 
for his removal from the ring. 



















By LOU SAHADI 


He's a little older now. The 
gray around his temples and 
throughout his hair is more 
obvious, Yet, hís muscles ap- 
pear more supple and his 
physique well defined. He's 
never been in better shape 
throughout his long and 
tempestuous career as one of 
wrestling's biggest box office. 
attractions. He's as mysterious 
as he's always been and that, 
too, accounts for the charisma 
the SHEIK. 

He sat alone in a private 
room, which is his style. He 
relishes the solitude. A large 
sign on the door marked "Keep 
Out” insured his privacy. In 
front of his neatly kept locker 
was a prayer rug, symbolic of 
his Moslem faith. As he sat, he 
was in deep meditation. As 
always, the Sheik remained 
silent. That, too, has been a 
characteristic down through the 
years 

The only other person in the 
room was Abdullah Farouk, the 
SHEIK's former manager. He 
was colorfully attired in a red 
sequined jacket, white slacks, 
and maroon patent leather 
boots. He wore a green silk 
scarf witha diamond stick pin, 
sun glasses, and a new red 
‘continued on page 















































With his back to the referee, The 
Sheik makes use of some ey 
gouging. 








WRESTLING TODAY 51 








THE SHEIK 


‘continued from page St 


fez. To say the least, he was some- 
thing else. Peter Lorre would have 
been jealous 

The mystique of The SHEIK car- 
ries far beyond the dressing room, 
Nobody knows much about his 
private life except perhaps Farouk, 
who had been his confident for 
many years. This is the way The 
‘SHEIK wants it. He is a loner. He 
disdains the fraternal bond bet- 
ween wrestlers and cares less about 
the fans. He doesn’t trust anyone 
and is never seen in public. He's 
either loved or hated. There is no 
in-between. 

Farouk's presence in the com- 
fortable room in Detroit's Cobo 
Arena was by design. The Sheik 
has never been known to grant a 
private interview to anyone. As 
Such, Farouk acted as his 
mouthpiece because The Sheik 
speaks very little English, preferr- 
ing to converse in Arabic. This, too, 
insures his privacy. If nothing else, 
The Sheik is proud of his Syrian 
heritage. 

The Sheik is as colorful as he is 
talented, His ring garb is original. 
No other wrestler has anything like 
it. He wears an Oriental robe and a 
burnoose that flows down his back 
almost to his waist. He carries the 
small prayer rug with him inside 
the ring and unfolds it before a 
match while offering prayers to 
Allah in typical Moslem fashion. 

It is believed that The Sheik is of 
noble ancestry. He was born in 
Damascus, Syria 49 years ago. He 
is held in high esteem throughout 
the entire Middle East and is 
Somewhat of a hero because of 
the success he has attained in the 
United States and throughout the 
world, His championship matches 
are well publicicized in newspapers 
in all the Arab countries. In 
essence, he is a symbol 

Like the fabled wise men of the 
East, The Sheik fits the part. He 
has unbelievably vast financial 
holdings, both in the United States 
and in some parts of the Middle 
East. They consist mainly of oil and 
real estate. Although the exact 
location is not known, The Sheik 
has а 140-асте estate somewhere 
in Michigan between Detroilt and 
Lansing. His large home, reputed 
to contain 24 rooms and a gym- 
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nasium, is lavishly furnished with 
Oriental rugs, oil paintings, and a 
stock market ticker. That alone 
should indicate the number of 
stocks that The Sheik owns. 

Despite his savageness in the 
ring, The Sheik is an impeccable 
dresser. All his clothes are custom 
табе, and һе prides himself in 
that, He reportedly owns over 100 
suits, 30 sports jackets, 95 pairs of 
slacks, and 40 pairs of leather boots, 
Although it is generally not known, 
at least to the wrestling world, 
whenever his schedule permits, the 
Sheik attends social functions on a 
diplomatic level, either in 


Washington, Detroit, Los Angeles, 
or New York. He is much more 
Sophisticated that most fans 
realize. 

Just because he is not liked by 
those idiot fans doesn’t mean that 
he doesn't draw crowds," exclaim- 
ей Farouk. “Just look at the 
record. It speaks for itself. The 
Sheik is one of the greatest box of- 
fice attractions that wrestling has 
ever seen. I'm not creating that 
fact, merely pointing it out. His 
fame and fortune has been 
established through the years by 
fans everywhere. They are the 

‘continued on page $4 





‘The Sheik and his former manager, 
Abdullah Farouk. 











If not available at your newsstand, 
please send the cover price plus 50с 
for postage and handling, to: 
IDEAL HOUSE ` 
2 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 
Be sure to tell us which 
issues you want. 
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continued from page 52 
ones who are paying to see the 
great Sheik perform. 

His unpopularity is a drawing 
card alone. He is so hated that the 
fans turn out just to boo him. They 
are so emotional in their dislike for 
him that they hope to see him get 
hurt. Now, 1 ask you, who is 
animalistic, the fans or The Sheik? 

paint the champion as 
п it is the fans who 
are the animals, screaming and 
wanting to see this fantastic per- 
Tormer get maimed. 

You should see the amount of 
mail that promoter Frances Fleser 
gets concerning The Sheik. He gets 
hundreds of letters a week. 
Nothing complimentary, which is 
what they all should be, in recogni- 
tion of The Sheik's great talents, 
Instead, the fans want to see The 


£ 
Before a match, The Sheik offers 





prayers to Allah. 


Sheik get suspended and barred 
from the ring. Isn't that ridiculous? 
The greatest wrestler in the 
business, and the fans want him 
barred from the гіпо. It's a plot," 
Fleser, a veteran promoter, is 
well aware of The Sheik's drawing 
power and wouldn't think twice 
about suspending him. Any such 
action would have to come from 
the state athletic commission; and 
although the Sheik had appeared 
before them in the past, he was 
always cleared of any charges. 
“ГІ admit one thing," remarked 
Fleser. "Ав controversal as the 
Sheik is, I've never experienced a 
more professional performer than 
him in all my years in the business. 
In his own way he is an artist. He 
charges up an area as soon as he. 
enters the ring. Because the fans 
hate him so much, they fail to see 
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how truly talented he is. If he 
wasn't so talented, he wouldn't 
have been champion for so long 

“1 can understand their feelings 
The Sheik is a mean, vicious per- 
former in the ring; but that's his 
style. he only wants one thing, to 
win; and he'll go after that victory 
in any manner that is presented to 
him. he is a wily veteran who 
knows what it's all about. As 
long as he draws the fans, l'I 
always use him on my shows. Box 
office is the name of the game. If 
he makes the turnstiles click, then 
1 have no complaints." 

The Sheik has been drawing 
more crowds than ever before. The 
demands from promoters have 
been heavy. On any given week 
The Sheik could be in Detroit, Los 
Angeles, Honolulu, and Toronto. 

He has an open offer to appear in 
Japan, but his heavy commitments 
have prevented him from confirm- 
ing a date. 

In a rare moment, The Sheik 
spoke something in Arabic. Farouk 
walked over to The Sheik and con- 
versed privately with him. They 
barely spoke above a whisper. 
Farouk nodded at the conclusion of 
the talk and returned to the center 


of the room. He lit a Turkish 
cigarette and continued talking 

"You should feel honored that 
The Sheik has permitted you to 
enter his private domain and grant 
you the privilege of an interview, 
remarked Farouk. “As a matter of 
fact, interviews are something The 
Sheik never allows. He feels he 
doesn't gain anything by them, and 
! quite agree. 

"Lots of people don't know us 
and don't understand us. We've 
been misquoted so often. Who 
needs people to know about us 
anyway? The Sheik only wants to 
be known by his accomplishments 
in the ring. That is where his honor 
and pride are at stake. 

"The Shek is a rare individual. 
He is a person of great culture. 
You may wonder why he is a 
wrestler in the first place? You 
may not believe it, but the Sheik ac- 
tually wrestles to amuse himself. 
As far as he's concerned, it is 
merely great exercise, matching 
his skill against his opponents. You 
heard about the man who has 
everything. Well, wrestling is a 
diversion for someone like The 
Sheik who truly has everything 

“Although he constantly draws 


huge crowds wherever he goes, 
The Sheik is beginning to feel that 
there isn't much joy in wrestling 
anymore. He's starting to find it 
boring. It's understandable. Con- 
sider the fact that he has beaten 
each and every opponent time and 
time again. It has taken a great. 
deal out of the pleasure of winning 
time after time for him. 

“Now you must excuse us. The 
Sheik would like you to leave so 
that he may be able to spend the 
rest of the time before his match in 
meditation. He feels very deeply 
about the powers of thought. Peo- 
ple refuse to believe that he 
possesses mystifying occult 
powers, but it is the truth. Wrestl- 
ing will never see anyone as great 
as The Sheik, now or in the future. 
He is the rarest of individuals, a 
once in a lifetime performer." 

Almost an hour later, the door to 
The Sheik's private room opened. 
The Sheik walked straight ahead, 
down the corridor toward the door 
that opened to a passage way that 
led to the arena floor. His 
presence before the huge throng 
brought a roar. 

They had paid their way to boo 
The Sheik. 


WRESTLING TODAY 55 





announces a 
unique new club for. 
people interested in 


WOMEN WRESTLING 
WOMEN BOXING 
CATFIGHTS & SPECIAL 
PIN MATCHES 
with 
JAN HEFNER • JOAN WISE 
HELENE LUSTGARTEN 
& New Fighting Beauties 


* LIVE ACTION FILMS. 
* EXCITING PHOTOS 
* PRIVATE MATCHES. 
* CUSTOM FILMS 


At lat you can get the біт and photos 
We aways wanted and even see 
кетші matcher The newly formed Joan 
Wise Club ix now offering Біле and 
photos it ivt sesion of spectacular 
matches between some of he coontry 
Strongest und most attractive women, 
including mised matches. For a copy of 
Joan Wise's new Newileter and infor 
м member 


Box 12991). Brom GPO 
New York АА 


you ave 
Tov Метин soon 


TOTAL VALUE $8.00, YOU SEND ONLY $1.00 PLUS N 
$2.00 fox POSTAGE, HANDLING, EC. TOTAL 33 


SUPERS FILMS 
COLOR PHOTO SETS 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
FOR SAMPLES SEND $3 TO WASP 
вох 4431, HOHOKUS, N.1 07423 
58 WRESTLING TODAY 





(continued from page 13 
possession of the belt. 

‘Colon, Colon, Colon. That name 
keeps ringing in my brain 24 hours 
а day," Firpo related. “1 just reply 
with one word, revenge, revenge, 
revenge. He has tried to rob the 
belt from me, but justice has 
prevailed. He will never defeat me. 
Гат а Latin American born in 
Argentina and no Puerto Rican will 
ever defeat me. 

Throughout his entire career no 
matter where he has appeared 
Pampero Firpo has been accom- 
panied by his faithful companion. 
Chimu. Even today Firpo never let 
Chimu out of his sight. “He is my 
inspiration. To your surprise, that 
was a regular human head that 
was shrunk to the size of a first by 
the Jibros Indians in Ecuador. Go- 
ing cross country the Jibaros spot- 
ted a man whom they admired for 
his strength. They took me with 
them to тее! the Chief and when I 
proved my stamina in front of him 
they gave me as a token of their 
respect and admiration a trophy, 

а human shrunken head, and I've 
carried it with me ever since. 
Chimu will always be with me. 
OOOOH YEAAAH! 


The Great Pampero Firpo has 
always lived his life by the “Creed 
of the Jungle”. “Тһе wrestling pro- 
Tession is like life in the jungle, 
Firpo related. ""There is no place for 
the weak in this profession. | am a 
superior animal. | am strong as a 
bull with arms strong like a gorilla, 
à memory of an elephant and the 
speed of a cheetah, | was born in 
the jungle, raised in the jungle, and 
educated in the so-called civilized 
society. But | have found more 
animals in your so-called civilized 
society than in my primitive jungle. 
My alligators, cheetahs, monkeys, 
gorillas never would sneak up 
behind me and attack. But, here in 
your so-called society, people are 
more cruel, more vicious, cool and 
calculated than the irrational 
animals in the jungle. | am the King 
of the king of sports, wrestling, and 
here | will always етап." 

In his career Firpo has been 
engaged in many raging battles. 
His clashes with Ernie Ladd, Dick 
the Bruiser and Pat Patterson have 
been some of the most hard fought 
battles ever seen anywhere. But 
besides these men, the one person 
whom the Great Pampero would 
love to face more than anyone else 


In the dressing room, Firpo talks to his companion Chimu. 














to settle once and for all their "un- 
finished war" is another hat 
villain, the Sheik 

“ОООН! The Sheik more than 
any other man in this sport is the 
опе person | want to destroy and 1 
will if it is the last thing that | do. | 
want to face him in a Death Match 
1 ат the superior athlete. Не can 
not come close to equaling my 
style. The stamina is not there; the 
Viciousness is not there; the pre- 
meditated plan of action is missing 
апа so is the superior ariimal in- 
stinct. Sheik, if it's the last thing 1 
do | will make it my business to 
finish you off once and for all. You 
started the war but I will put an 


The match over, Firpo signals his victory. 


end to the battle. 

Once his campaign in the Carib- 
bean is finished, you can be sure 
that Pampero Firpo will be cross- 
ing the Atlantic to continue his con. 
quest of the wrestling world here 
on our shores. The Great Pampero 
has been on top for many, many 
years and his strength, stamina. 
and ability have not diminished іп 
the least. His goal is to some day 
win the world's heavyweight wresti- 
ing title and knowing Firpo's fierce 
determination you can almost be 
certain that given the opportu 
to battle for the title, Pampero Fi 
po will reach this goal. OOOH 
YEAAH. 
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DON KENT 


|eontinued from page 39 


Kent has been managed by George 
Cannon and aiso the late Sir 
Clemens, and Kent places his 
Caribbean advisor in the same class 
as these men. 

Hugo Savinovitch has proven to 
be a top flight advisor. He knows 
first hand the work 
Caribbean commi: 
the people of the 
has been able to se 
quite a few good matches. With his 
help I've been able to amass a 
very large sum of money due to 

my current championship p 
With his knowledge of the are 
my tremendous ability we h 
succeeded in forming a gi 
nership. I сап also say th 
about George Cannon ai 
Clemens. Both of these m 
guided the Kangaroos to tag 
Crowns during our time together 
would have to а! Hugo is 
as good a manager as Cannon a 
Clemen 

What does the future hold for 
the "Bulldog" Don Kent? 
relaxing at the pool at his 
dominium in the Condado 
section of 
his future pla 
here in Caribbean for quite some 
time now, but all good things must 
соте to an end. | could probably 
remain here for t of my 
career and reti hampion, 
but | want to retur to the States to 
regain my U.S. Heavyw 
Right now the Sheik has the b 

ve had quite a few battles with 

in the past and I will be the 

t to admit that the man is tough 
But, the “в is tougher and 
rougher 

‘AS soon irn to the 
States I'm going right after 

here won't be any le 


crown and | now that by 
you read this Bulld 

have the bell in his p 

That's my long ra 

now | just have to 

some unfinished busine 

here and then it's ba 

States. 

I'll leave behind all this sun- 
shine, blue skies, beautiful women 
but once I get that U.S. b 
assure you that | w 
again defending t 
throughout the С; 


Kent pounds The Invader with his fist. 
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n nodded. Hossien 
handful of his 
hair and rammed him 
into the turnbuckle. Then 
d his wrestling 
һа! protruding curved 
оп the turnbuckle. 
n rammed his oppo- 
nent's head flush against the curv- 
ed tip. The opp 
ious and Ho: 
the victory 
Hossien, awarded the unpopular 
ry, jumped onto the turnbuckle 
and yelled in his native Iranian 
viously expounding his 
Blassie entered the ring 
is protege. Blassie 
a winner and Hossien wins 
WT 
Blassie and the 6-4, 268 pound 
Hossien entered the dressing 
room. His bald head gl 
perspiration. Hossien 
across his ha 
and twisted е; 


























10 showolí. 


and wi 
















lened with 
his hand 





ch end. He smil 
Bia: At least they w 
рру. His oppone 
re nol. 

Blassie pointed 











has given us sin 
can do anything in that sq 


circle. For his 





Gat Te fias more BOR mol 
| super-heavyweights. Did you see 
queque Top not 
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Great Hossien Arab and manager 
Fred Blassie point to object of con- 
troversy, those curved pointed boots. 





Hossien Arab uses Boston Crab sub- 
mission hold to win another match. 


Hossien Arab applies pressure with this Chinlock from behind on Ted DiBiase. 

















WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


WWF World Heavyweight 
Champion: BOB BACKLUND 
WWF North American Heavy- 
weight Champion: PAT 
PATTERSON 

WWF Jr. Heavyweight Champion: 
TATSUMI FUJINAMI 

WWF World Tag Team 
Champions: LUSCIOUS JOHNNY— 
GENTLEMAN JERRY VALIANT 

1. Swede Hanson 

2. Greg Valentine 

3. Ivan Putski 

4. Great Hossien Arab 

5. Tito Santana 

6, Chief Jay Strongbow 

7. Handsome Jimmy Valiant 

8, Tony Atlas 

9. Bruno Sammartino 

10. Nikolai Volkoff 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
ALLIANCE 


NWA World Heavyweight 
Champion: Harley Race 
NWA North American Heavy- 
weight Champion: MR. WREST- 
LING I 
NWA Jr. Jeavyweight Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 
NWA World Tag Team Champions: 
PAUL JONES-BARON FRITZ VON 
RASCHKE 
NWA U.S. Champion: RIC FLAIR 
1. Dusty Rhodes 
2. Bruiser 
3. Jack Brisco 
4. Terry Funk 
5. Angelo "King Kong" Mosca 
6. Bruiser Brody 
7. Ric Flair 
8. Chief Wahoo McDaniel 
9. Ricky Steamboat 
10. Ken Patera 


AWA World Heavyweight 
Champion: NICK BOCKWINKLE 
AWA World Tag Team Cham; 
VERNE GAGNE—MAD DOG 
VACHON 








WRESTLING TODAY 
OFFICIAL RATINGS 


1. Billy Robinson 
2. Mad Dog Vachon 

3. Cowboy Bob Duncum 
4. Verne Gagne 

5. Crusher 

6. Jesse Ventura 

7. Ray Stevens 

8. Greg Gagne 

9. Jerry Lawlor 
10. Jim Brunzell 


TOP TAG TEAMS 


1. Gentleman Jerry-Luscious John- 
ny Valiant 
2. Ken Patera-Big John Studd 
3. Don Muraco-Jos LeDuc 
4, Paul Jones-Baron Fritz Von Raschke 
5. Jack-Jerry Brisco 
6. Ric Flair-Ricky Steamboat 
7. Bad, Bad LeRoy Brown-Bad News 
Allan Coage 
8. Tommy Rich-Chief Wahoo Mc 
Daniel 
9. Jimmy Garvin-Steve Keirn 
10. Verne Gagne-Mad Dog Vachon 


WOMEN WRESTLERS 


World Champion: FABULOUS 
MOOLAH 

1. Vickie Williams 

2. Susan Greene 

3. Vivian St. John. 

4. Daisy Mae 

5. Joyce Grable 

6. Kitty Adams 

7. Evelyn Stevens 

8. Debbie Combs 

9. Sue Brittain 
10. Princess Winona Little Heart 


TOP WRESTLING 
MANAGERS 


1. The Grand Wizard 

2. Bobby Heenan 

3. Captain Lou Albano 

4. Buck Robley 

5. Lord Al Hayes 

8. Fred Blassie 

7. Arnold Skoaland - 
8. Massao Hattori 

9. Playboy Gary Hart. 
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HOSSIEN ARAB 


‘continued from page 60 


all the way. This man does it all" 

Blassie then pointed to a suit- 
case. Hossien went to it and 
removed two long wooden clubs. 
They both weighed seventy five. 
pounds each. Blassie nodded and 
Hossien mised these wooden clubs 
and proceeded to twirl them over 
his head, easily as if they were 
made of paper. No wrestier has 
ever displayed this feat of strength 
belore. 

Blassie boasted, “How's that for 
pure power, Hossien has been 
tossing those thin since he was a 
youngster. It's part of his training 
in Iran. This guy just finished 
wrestling for seven or eight 
minutes but look at him. I love it. 

Hossien put away his wooden 
clubs. He sat down again. He 
wasn't even breathing hard. Hos- 
sein said in a heavy accent, “1 
beat all who face me. | win all the 
time. My opponents fear me. they 
know they can't beat Great Hos- 
sien Arab. I'm number опе. I.cham- 
pion in my country. Why not cham- 
pion here? Why Backlund run fron 
Hossien? I think he scared to wres- 
tle Hossien. You get me Backlund 
and | beat him.” 

Hossien can wrestle. He's 
shown his excellence in scientific 
wrestling. Why the rough tactics? 
Blassie says, “I demand it. | don't 
mind scientific wrestling from a 
wrestler who excells in it. But I de- 
mand my brand of wrestling as 
well. That means use any dirty 
trick in the book. Hossien does 
what | demand. Не does it well.” 

Blassie smiled again and said 
sheepishly, "Besides when Hos- 
sein uses holds and then switches 
to rough tactics it confuses the hell 
out of his opponents. They never 
know what to expect next. They try 
to stop and think and can't wrestle. 
Hossien thinks and acts swiftly. His 
battle plan has been set before we 
enter the ring. Hossien can alter 
his attack at will.” 

Those curved tipped wrestling 
shoes have come under fire from 
the WWF. For being plain leather, 
they cause much devastation, 
Blassie is quick to explain, “They 
аге a symbol of his country. The 
curved tips are hard leather and 
nothing else. No weapon is stitch- 
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ed in them. The tips have been 
checked out by the WWF and 
nothing was found. 

Then why does Hossien tap his 
shoe a few times before bringing 
the head of opponents into the. 
tips? Blassie explains, "Hossien 
broke his ankle many years ago 
when a horse he was riding fell on 
him. During a match the ankle 
starts to hurt and Hossien gives it 
a few taps. It helps ease the pain 
and that's all you get wise guy. 

Hossien Arab has been knocking 
over opponents with ease in the 
WWF. He holds victories over such 
mat stars as: Steve Travis; Gorila 
Monsoon; Dominic DeNucci. 
Johnny Rivera; Haystacks Calhoun 
and Mr. X to name a few. They all 
felt that tip of the shoe. 

Hossien also holds the distinc- 
tion of winning the very first Ваше 
Royal ever held in Madison Square 
Garden, It was an historic match 
where Hossien had to wade 
through nineteen other wrestlers to 
win $10,000 and the right to wres- 
tle WWF World Heavyweight 
Champion Bob Backlund, later that 





night 

Hossien came very close to 
beating Backlund for the coveted 
belt but a miss off the top turn- 
buckle brought about his defeat. 
Before it happened Hossien show- 
ed a fine assortment of holds be- 
fore turning tiger and brawiing, 
even using a metal chair, Yet, 
Blassie was not present that night. 

Blassie says, “I was going to the 
Orient on a tour and to scout 
future prospects. | gave Hossien to 
The Grand Wizard to train and 
manage on my behalf. Captain Lou 
Albano also helped Wizard, | can't 
fault either of them because Hos- 
sein did win the Battle Royal and 
came near beating that punk 
Backlund” 

That is in the past. Fred Blassie 
is back at the helm and anything is 
possible. Hossien is a rough 
customer to handle. One lone loss 
after hundreds of matches. Hos- 
sein is near another title match, 
With Blassie behind Hossien, the 
belt looms closer. Hossien has fear 
working for him. It helps. He's 
done fine so far 








Hossien Arab gains the upper hand by hair pulling away from 


referee's observation. 











| FEMALE 
FIGHTING 
DIRECTORY 


If meeting, competing against, cor- 
responding with, reading about, or 
viewing amateur FEMALE 
WRESTLERS, BOXERS, CAT- 
FIGHTERS, STRONG MUSCU- 
LAR WOMEN, APARTMENT 
WRESTLERS, KICK BOXERS, 
MUD WRESTLERS, ARM 
WRESTLERS or MIXED 
WRESTLERS excite you too 
then the. “INTERNATIONAL 
DIRECTORY OF AMATEUR 
FEMALE FIGHTNG” is a must! 
This world-renowned — reference 
book is the only publication of its 
kind and gives you over 500 active 
listings of PERSONALS (all con- 
tacts direct), MEMBERSHIP 
CLUBS, FILM OUTLETS, and 
PUBLICATIONS PLUS YOUR 
OWN PERSONAL LISTING 
FREE! Orders filled by return, frst 
| class mail! Only 515. AM-FEM 
CO., Box 93, Cooper Station (х) 
NYC 10003, 


“...a grabber of a publication!” — 
PLAYBOY 




































E 


eet dows Low Bios 3 
Sp rains pong Gs 








CREATIVE FILMS 
PRESENTS 


MINI-SEIRTED & BIKINIED 
APARTMENT-HOUSE 
WRESTLERS 
For Brochure, Send $1 to 
CREATIVE FILMS. 


7.0. B0X 20466 
TEANECK, N.J. 07666. 





64 WRESTLING TODAY 

















EWEST COAST ROUND-U 


Ron Starr, one of the most 
popular wrestlers to appear on 
the West Coast, had his hands 
full with big Bruiser Bob 
Sweetan. The two had a series of 
wild knock-down, drag-out 
brawls 

Starr is recognized by the 
National Wrestling Alliance as 
the United States Heavyweight 
Championship, Sweetan, a 
sadistic 272 pounder who has 
defeated challengers in six 
countries, defeated Starr in a 
non-title battle in Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

The defeat pushed Sweetan to 
the number one challenging 
ion and he and Starr 
stled іп San Francisco's Cow 
'alace for the belt. Sweetan, 
icing his West Coast debut, 
proved to bea vicious street 
brawler and it wasn't long before 
Starr, too, was breaking rules to 
get even with his challenger. 
etan won the first fall and 
ie second Starr received 
t. Sweetan had 
slammed his head against the 
corner iron post, opening a deep 
cut that forced out the blood. The 
roughneck became an animal as 
hed, bit, hitand cut at 
ing it wider. 
‘rank Nocety, 
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tocontinue 
wrestling. Starr suddenly saw 
his own blood and went wild. He 
gave a shoulder block to his 
tormentor, then threw him out of 
the ring into the wooden press 
table. He came out after him, 
grabbing him by the hairand 
:mming his head into the hard, 
wooden press table. 

This bit of action brought 
about a cut on Sweetan’s 
forehead and he, too, began 
Dleeding profusely. Moments 
later both participants were 
covered with their own-and each 
other’s- blood and the referee 
checked both but, again, neither 

re cut too much at this point 

Action continued. Starr and 
Sweetan broke all the rules, 
stomping, hitting and gouging at 
each other and the referee had a 
difficult time restoring order. 

‘Moments later he checked both 
heads and decided enough was 


















































enough. Both wrestlers were cut 
too badly to continue so the 
match was stopped. Sweetan was 
awarded the match since he won 
the only completed fall, the first 
one. However, he did not win the 
crown since a challenger must, 
defeat а champion by winning 
two out of three falls to get the 
belt. 

The end of the maten didn’t 
stop the two athletes from 
continuing their battle, In fact, 
three wrestlers watching the 
match from the back of the arena 
ran to ringside, jumped into the 
ring and physically pulled the 
two apart, finally calling a halt jo 
the fighting. 


Ron Starr 


Stan Stasiak 


D 
i 
| Ln 


Mando Guererro 








By ALAN BOLTE 


In the dressing room Sweetan 
маз bleeding and perspiring. 
‘More so, he was upset and 
started to scream. 

“Teould have defeated that 
chump,” Sweetan shouted. "T 
didn’t want the match to stop. I 
ama tough man and I wanted to 
continue fighting. I wanted to 
send Starr to the hospital where 
he belongs. If the referee 
wouldn't have stopped the match 
Twould have won. I would now 
be the champion.” 

Starr, however, basically had 
the same.thing to say. He also 
wanted the mayhem to continue 
and that's why it took three other 
wrestlers to separate them. 
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Lots of new faces have been 
flying in and out of the West 
Coast. Among them are The 
Terrible Turk, Jerry Brown, 
Indian star Chief Frank Hill, 


TELEPHONE 
FREE DAY OR 
NIGHT FOR 
FASTER SERVICE 





Gama Singh and The Super 
Destroyer IT. 

Local favorites Irish Pat 
Barrett and Oakland’s George 
Wells also have been gracing local 
mats and the fans seem to love 
Wells and Barrett. 

“Тепјоу wrestling on the West 
Coast," Barrett said. “Му 
favorite place to participate is, 
naturally, in my hometow: 
Dublin, Ireland. Secondly, T love 
the fans and the tough 
competition on the West Coast. 
Money is good here, fans are 
absolutely wonderful, and there 
are plenty of things to do in my 
spare time. I plan on taking on as 
much tough challengers as 
possible while I'm here.” 

Barrett admitted that the 
toughest wrestlers, in his 
opinion, are Sweetan, The Turk, 
and Playboy Buddy Rose. Barrett 
feels the most capable wrestlers 
he has seen over the last few 
years are Starr, Wells, and the 
late, great Moondog Mayne. 

Barrett also had been wrestling 
in Southern California, where 
Los Angeles Olympic 
Auditorium still is the setting of 
many wild mat wars. Promoter 
‘Mike LaBelle has been 
introducing fans to topflight 
talent including the ever popular 
‘Mil Mascaras, Bad, Bad Leroy 
Brown, George “Animal” Steele, 

continued on раке 66 
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icontinued from page 65 
Alberto Madril, Chavo, Hector 
and Mando Guererro, and роп 
Diamond. 

‘The Guererro Brothers seem 
to be getting better than ever. 

Hector, the youngest of the 
three at 21, isalso the smallest, 
weighing only 202 pounds. 
However, he is the tallest at six 
feet even. There is not an ounce of 
fat on his well-muscled body and 
the female fans admire him for 
his good looks, pleasing smile 
and nice personality. 

Plenty of action is guaranteed 
whenever The Guererros are in 
action. All three began their pro 
wrestling careers with the help оГ 
their father, Gory, a veteran of 
the mat who has wrestled in 
several countries. 

The Guererros prefer wrestling 
by the rules, unlike many of the 
teams in the area. Thetr Mexican 
tempers explode when driven too 
far by rule-breaking opponents 
and, when that happens, usually 
their foes become sorry they ever 
started the dirty work. 

“Breaking rules is not my cup 
of tea," Chavo said during & 
recent television interview. “Т 
will break them if have to, but 
only then. My brothers feel the 
same way. We feel that in the 
long run, an athlete has better 
luck if he is a good sport about 
wrestling.” 

Guererro and Victor Rivera had 
a recent battle. Rivera years ago 
shared the World's Tag Team 
Championship with Pepper 
Gomez and breaking a rule was 
something they never would have 
done. 

Rivera suddenly changed his 
ways virtually overnight. He 
began breaking rules left and 
right and he even admitted it. 
Why the sudden change? 

“I wasn't getting to the top as 
fast as I wanted to, ' Rivera 
answered. “I was winning most 
of my matches by following the 
rules but most of my opponents 
were, in the long run, getting the 
dest of me. I didn't like it. They 
were cheating and many times T 
‘would have to take a few days off 
because of injuries I received on 
the mat. This cost me time and 
money. 

“I learned ina hurry that in 
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Pat Barrett 
wrestling you have to do unto 
others before they do unto you. 
‘This isa sport for tough men and 
panty-waists don’t belong in it. If 
you can’t take the punishment, 
or if you can't dish it out, you 
don’t belong in wrestling. 

“So, I started breaking rules 
like most of my opponents did to 
me. Sure, the fans stopped 
rooting for.me and soon they 
hated me. But, I didn't care. 
Winning was my main concern.” 

The Guererro-Rivera battle 
ended with both wrestlers 
fighting outside of the ring 
among the fans. Guererro 
grabbed a ringside chair and 
slammed it over Rivera's head. А 
few moments later, while the 
referee was busy yanking the 
illegal chair from Guererro, 
Rivera turned the tables. 

He held Guererro in a side 
headlock and slammed his head 
into the corner tron post. The 
fans were stariding on their 
chairs watching the action, the 


“majority rooting for Guererro. 


‘The referee finally broke up the 
melee and Rivera demanded a 
rematch. Time will tell if the two 
will battle again. 

Live title matches are held in 
the Olympic every Friday night, 
while televised bouts take place 
Wednesday nights. Plenty of 
action has been taking place 
there, as well asin Bakersfield, 
San Diego and San Bernardino. 

Many fans say The Turk is 
going places. Although The Turk 
is one of the shortest wrestlers in 
the area at 5' 8" tall, he is 
extremely powerful. He weighs 
257 pounds and moves like 
lightning. When in the ring it 
seemsas if he doesn't know what 
arule is. 

“Ihave my own style of- 
wrestlingand I 
anyone knock it, 

"Anyone who talks about me or 
my wrestlingantics witha 


negative attitude is simply 
jealous. After all, people have a 
Tight to be jealous of me. They 
should be. Lam undefeated, and I 
have beaten some of the finest 
wrestlers around. 


Promoter Roy Shire, the West 
Coast wrestling impresario who 
started it all here in 1961, 
admitted promoting is becoming 
tougher by the month. 


“Tt doesn't matter to me who 
the champion is. I wil take him 
onatany timeand under any. 
conditions.” 

“Wrestlers are becoming по 
different than football and 
baseball players, 


Shire said, 

"The big draws are demanding 
big, big, money. It's difficult to 
fly in topnotchers and pay them 
the astronomical figures they 
demand. The only way to really 
do this would be to charge fans a 
large sum of money for tickets 
and I, personally, don't want to 
do this. 

“Also, competition is tougher 
than ever, Chicago, New York, 
Atlanta, Kansas City, 
Minneapolis, Detroit and The 
Carolinas are flying in top name 
wrestlers so we promoters are 
trying to outbid each other to get 
the big names. 

“Tam willing to negotiate and 
bid for any of the top 20 
wrestlers in the world, " Shire 
said. ‘But, I will not fly them to 
the West Coast if, in turn, Tam 
forced to charge fans $10 cr $12 
for tickets. 

“Tlisten to the fans and try to 
present them with the wrestlers 
they want to see. I predict there 
will be plenty of action around 
herein the future.” 

Fans therefore can expect 
topflight entertainment to take 
place on the West Coast 
throughout the months ahead. 

See you in the next big issue of 
WRESTLING TODAY. 








